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To members of Synod:         13th January 2021 

 

Dear colleague,           

 

Synod Arrangements 

 

As we begin this New Year, we do so in the midst of the ongoing global pandemic caused by the 

coronavirus, and we now find ourselves in the midst of the third national lockdown in England. We rejoice 

in the remarkable work of scientists across the globe in creating vaccines to counter Covid-19. However, we 

recognise that no matter how quick the roll out of the vaccination programme, the next few months will 

continue to be severely impacted by the virus, and the need for us all to take care of ourselves and each other 

remains. 

 

As you will doubtless be aware, the South East District Synod is yet to consider the report God in Love 

Unites Us. Our strong desire is still for us to be able to meet in a face to face gathering to enable that report 

to be considered. However, we also recognise that we will not be able to meet as planned at the end of 

February to do so. We are therefore proposing that, if it is safe to do so, we will gather face to face on 24th 

April (the date already planned for Representative Synod) to engage with God in Love Unites Us. If we still 

cannot meet face to face on 24th April, we will hold the discussion in a Zoom-based Synod on that day. This 

has a knock-on consequence, in that we will need to call an extra (and shorter!) session of Representative 

Synod in order to transact the ‘usual’ business that the Spring Synod needs to engage with. 

 

The District Council has therefore taken the following decisions in relation to the forthcoming meetings of 

our Synod: 

 

Sat 27th February: Representative Synod. This is now CANCELLED. 

 

Fri 19th March: Presbyteral Session. This meeting will be held via Zoom, commencing at 10am. The  

agenda and Zoom link will be sent out in due course. 

 

Sat 27th March ADDITIONAL Representative Synod: 10am-1pm via Zoom. 

 

Sat 24th April Representative Synod (to consider God in Love Unites Us). We hope that this will  

   be held at Kent College, Pembury, commencing at 10am. If we cannot meet in person  

we will meet via Zoom. 

 

Please note that the Sports Hall at Kent College, Pembury is one of the biggest spaces in the District, and 

would enable us to meet in a socially distances manner – if circumstances permit us to safely do so! 

 

We will of course update you as the time approaches, but please do amend your diaries! 

Yours in Christ.  

 

 
Rev Dr David Hinchliffe 


